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BRENDA V. SMITH 

 
EDUCATION 
 
GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY LAW CENTER   J.D., 1984 
 
Honors 
Clark Foundation Scholar 
 
Activities 
Georgetown Juvenile Justice Clinic (1983–84) 
 
 
SPELMAN COLLEGE   B.A., French and Political Science, 1980 
 
Honors 
Magna cum laude; Charles E. Merrill Scholarship for Study Abroad; Haitian Summer Study 
Abroad Scholarship; National Achievement Scholar 
 
Activities 
HaitianAmerican Institute, PortauPrince, Haiti, 1978  
L'Université de Nantes, Nantes, France, 1979–80 
 
 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 
CO-DIRECTOR
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Member, Advisory Committee on Centers & Research AY 2019-2020 
Member, Standards and Evaluation Committee AY 2018-2019 
Member, MLS Advisory Committee AY 2018-2019 
She Still Rises and Women’s Incarceration 2017-2018 
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Emmalee C. Godsey Research Award, American University, Washington College of Law 
(2005). 
 
District of Columbia Women’s Hall of Fame, District of Columbia Commission for Women 
(1998). 
 
Champion of Liberty, District of Columbia Public Defender Service (1997). 
 
Kellogg National Leadership Development Fellowship, Group XIII (1993-1996). 
 
 
APPOINTED COMMISSIONS 
 
Advisory Committee on Women’s Services (2013–Present). Appointed by Pamela Hyde, 
Administrator of the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), a 
public health agency within the Department of Health and Human Services. ACWS provides 
advice to improve treatment, prevention and related services to women with respect to substance 
use and mental illness, and t



Professor Brenda V. Smith 
Page 5 
 
 
In Re Phillip Harkins, Expert Affidavit, IN THE EUROPEAN COURT OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
BEFORE THE GRAND CHAMBER, CASES OF HARKINS AND EDWARDS v. THE 
UNITED KINGDOM (Application nos. 9146/07 and 32650/07) (submitted April 17, 2012).   
 
Travis v. Gusman, (E. D. La.  2012) Retained as expert on abuse of LGBTI individuals in jails. 
 
Jones v. Gusman; J.J. v. Gusman (“Orleans Parish Prison”).  Case No. 2:11-CV-00225 (E.D. 
La. 2011).  Retained by the Southern Poverty Law Center (“SPLC”) to provide expert consulting 
services on the Prison Rape Elimination Act, sexual misconduct and sexual violence in the above 
referenced matter. 
 
Fernandez v.  Morris, et al., Case 3:08-cv-00601-H-PCL (S.D. Cal. 2008.)  Retained as expert 
on training in case involving sexual abuse of female inmates at Imperial County Jail. 
  
Nunn, et al. v. Michigan Department of Corrections, et al., Case No. 96-CV-71416-DT (E.D. 
Mich. 2000).  Retained as expert to evaluate status of training for female inmates on staff-inmate 
sexual misconduct.  Issued expert report and recommendations about the design, structure and 
content of future training for female inmates. 
 
In the Matter of Ava Marie Suah, A37-085-273, U.S. Dept. of Justice, Exec. Office for 
Immigration Rev., Office of the Immigration Judge (Miami, August 18, 2000).  Retained as 
expert on the issue of women in prison.  Testified about challenges women with criminal justice 
background have reintegrating into community and about realistic measures of progress and 
success for this population.   
 
 
GRANTS AWARDED  
 
Metropolitan Policy Center Faculty Award, Summer 2015. Granted award to assist in the 
creation of small museum on African American War Veterans. 
 
Bureau of Justice Assistance, Prison Rape Elimination Act Resource Center, 2011-P-3(e10(g1)4(nP)1(ol)-2(i)3a3)1(ape(nt)-J)-2( R)1(w)2(i)-2. (.S)-ub11

- 
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National Institute of Corrections, 1999-Present. Principal Investigator on multi-year cooperative 
agreement funded by the U.S. Department of Justice, National Institute of Corrections.  Provide 
training programs to corrections and jail stakeholders on investigating and addressing staff 
sexual misconduct with inmates. Provide a range of services including training and technical 
assistance in the areas of gender and criminal justice.  Direct specific projects, including training 
executives and managers in the legal and policy implications of sexual misconduct in prison.  
Provide technical assistance in reformulating training and technical assistance efforts so that they 
are more responsive to gender. 
 
 
SELECT CONSULTING EXPERIENCE 
 
Cuyahoga County Juvenile Court (December 2-3, 2019). Provide PREA training and 
consultation. 
 
United States Department of Justice, 2015-Present. Provide litigation consulting expertise. 
 
Smith Consulting, 2002–Present.  Consult in the areas of juvenile and criminal justice, leadership 
and training. 
 
The Moss Group, Inc., 1999-2011.  Provide technical assistance, training and legal analysis on 
sexual violence in institutional settings and related issues including confidentiality, criminal law, 
constitutional law and civil liability. 
 
Center for Innovative Public Policy, Inc. 2006 - 2011.  Completed research on criminal and civil 
liability for police, jails and lockups regarding sexual abuse of persons in custody.  Developed a 
50-state survey of criminal law in the area, a summary of relevant news stories, and case 
summaries of legal decisions in the area. 
 
The Ford Foundation, 2000, 2002, 2003.  Assisted Program Officer for the Women’s Rights 
portfolio to assess current grantmaking and made recommendations for future grantmaking with 
a view toward enhancing the visibility and effectiveness of women of color and women from the 
global south in the international human rights agenda.  
 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, 1993-2000. Chaired and 
participated in peer review panel evaluating multi-year grant proposals in the area of substance 
abuse, mental health and HIV/AIDS.  Prepared summaries and critiques of the proposals and 
made recommendations regarding approval for funding. 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation, 1998-1999.  Prepared a report in conjunction with Hoytt and 
Associates analyzing efforts that grantees of The Juvenile Detention Alternative Initiative had 
made to address disproportionate minority contact in their jurisdictions. 
 
The CDM Group, 1997.  Reviewed publication on the intersection of domestic violence and 
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substance abuse for style and content prior to publication.  
 
 
INVITED LECTURES 
 
 
Panelist, University of Baltimore, Reproductive Justice Behind Bars (September 18, 2017).  
 
Featured Speaker, Second Chances for Success: Women, Girls and the Justice System, United 
State of Women, White House Summit, Second Chances for Success: Women, Girls and the 
Justice System (June 14, 2016). 
 
White House Convening on Women and the Criminal Justice System, (March 30, 2016). 
 
Panelist, University of Miami, Race and Social Justice Law Review, “Mass Incarceration: Prison 
Conditions and the Collateral Damage to Communities of Color” (March 18, 2016). 
 
Presenter, Courage to Fight Violence Against Women, IPA Committee ON Women and 
Psychoanalysis COWAP Conference (March 5, 2016). 
 
McClure Lecture, Rethinking Mass Incarceration in the South, University of Mississippi Law 
School (April 15, 2016) The McClure Lecture, University of Mississippi, Rethinking Mass 
Incarceration Conference in the South, Oxford, Mississippi (April 14-16, 2016) 
http://thedmonline.com/copy-chief-advocates-travel-oxford-mass-incarceration-conference/ 
 
Keynote Address, Meant to be Said[Read]out Loud: Stories of Race, Gender, and Class, New 
England Clinical Conference: Teaching Race, Gender and Class: Learning from our students, 
communities and each other, Harvard Law School, Boston, MA (November 6, 2015).  
 
Boys, Rape and Masculinity: Reclaiming Boy’s Narratives of Sexual Violence in Custody, Ohio 
State University (September 16, 2015) https://artsandsciences.osu.edu/news-
events/events/brenda-v-smith-boys-rape-and-masculinity-reclaiming-boys-narratives-sexual.  
 
Deliberate Resistance: LGBT Prisoner Rights 20 Years After Farmer v. Brennan Ending Sexual 
Abuse in Detention: PREA and Other Realities, Columbia University, New York, NY 
(November 14, 2014). 
 
Failure to Protect and Conditions of Confinement, Prison Law, Practicing Law Institute, New 
York, NY (October 30, 2014) http://www.pli.edu/Content/Seminar/Prison_Law_2014_Free/_/N-
4kZ1z12epe?ID=181150. 
 
Boys, Rape and Masculinity: Reclaiming Male Narratives of Sexual Violence in Custody, 15th 
Annual North Carolina Law Review Symposium, Vulnerable Defendants and the Criminal 
Justice System, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, NC (October 10, 2014).  
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13th 
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2016). 
 
Boys, Rape and Masculinity: Reclaiming Male Narrative of Sexual Violence in Custody, , 
forthcoming 29 N.C.L. Rev. 1559 (2015).  
 
Brenda V. Smith, After Dothard: Female Correctional Workers and the Challenge to 
Employment Law, 8 FIU L. REV. 469 (2013). 

Brenda V. Smith, Uncomfortable Places, Close Spaces: Theorizing Female Correctional 
Officers’ Sexual Interactions with Men and Boys in Custody, 59 U.C.L.A. L. Rev. 1690 (2012). 
 
Brenda V. Smith and Mary E. Pavlik. Legal Responses to Sexual Abuse of Individuals under 
Custodial Supervision: Sex Offender Registration. (May 2012).  
 
Brenda V. Smith, et. al., REPORT: Abuse of Women in Custodial Settings. For the U.N. Special 
Rapporteur on Violence Against Women, University of Virginia (2012). 
 
Jaime M. Yarussi and Brenda V. Smith. Juveniles Convicted as Adults: An Annotated 
Bibliography of Current Research. Washington, DC. April 2012. 
 
Women in Detention in the United States in Preliminary Report for Rashida Mangoo, U.N. 
Special Rapporteur on Violence Against Women, September 2011 excerpted in Voice of 
Witness: Inside this Place, Not of It, Narratives from Women’s Prisons, October 2011.  
 
Brenda V. Smith & Jaime Yarussi, Legal Responses to Sexual Violence in Custody: State 
Criminal Laws Prohibiting Staff Sexual Abuse of Individuals under Custodial Supervision, 
http://ssrn.com/abstract=1517350 (2009). 
 
Susan D. Carle, Kathy Tuznik, Aaron Brand and Brenda V. Smith. Labor and Employment Law: 
Tools for Prevention, Investigation and Discipline of Staff Sexual Misconduct in Custodial 
Settings. Washington, DC, October 2009. 
 
Brenda V. Smith, Reforming, Reclaiming or Reframing Womanhood: Reflections on Advocacy 
for Women in Custody, 29 WOMEN’S RTS. L. REP. 1 (2008).  
 
Brenda V. Smith, The Prison Rape Elimination Act: Implementation and Unresolved Issues, Vol. 
III, Issue II Amer. U. Crim. L. Brf.10-18 (Spring 2008). 
 
Brenda V. and Jaime Yarussi, Prosecuting Sexual Violence in Correctional Settings: Examining 
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Brenda V. Smith & Rebecca Heinsen, Quick Reference Guide: Confidentiality and Privilege 
Exceptions and Mandatory Reporting Obligations of Rape Crisis Counselors. United States 
Department of Justice PREA Resource Center and The Project on Addressing Prison Rape. 
Washington DC (2014). 
 
Brenda V. Smith, Frequently Asked Questions on Confidentiality and Privilege Considerations 
for Medical and Mental Health Professionals, Rape Crisis Counselors and Other Professionals 
Working in Corrections, PREA Resource Center (2014).  
 
Jaime Yarussi and Brenda V. Smith, Sam Survives, A Graphic Novel for Young People in Adult 
Prisons and Jails, 
https://www.wcl.american.edu/endsilence/documents/SamSurvivesfinal102014.pdf (2014). 
 
END SILENCE: Ending Silence: Demanding Safety from Sexual Assault (a series of graphic 
novels for adults in custody. http://www.wcl.american.edu/endsilence/inmate_edu.cfm) (2014). 
Book 1: I Reported 
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Book 3: Carlo’s Question focusing on sexual minority youth 
Book 4: Charlie’s Friend focusing on male youth age 10-13  
Book 5: Mary’s Friend focusing on female youth age 10-13  
 
Brenda V. Smith and Jaime M. Yarussi. Addressing Sexual Violence Against Youth in Custody: 
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Prison Rape. Washington, DC. (March 2010). 
 
Brenda V. Smith & Jaime Yarussi, Instructor’s Guide:  Investigating Allegations of Staff Sexual 
Misconduct with Offenders. The Department of Justice/ National Institute of Corrections Project 
on Addressing Prison Rape. Washington, DC.  (March 2010). 
 
Brenda V. Smith & Jaime Yarussi, Participant notebook:  Investigating Allegations of Staff 
Sexual Misconduct with Offenders. The Department of Justice/ National Institute of Corrections 
Project on Addressing Prison Rape. Washington, DC. (March 2010). 
 
Brenda V. Smith, INSTRUCTOR’S GUIDE: ADDRESSING S
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Brenda V.  Smith, Fifty State Survey of Mandatory Reporting Statutes (June 2009) 
http://ssrn.com/abstract=1517370. 
 
Brenda V. Smith, Fifty State Survey of Official Misconduct Statutes (June 2009) 
http://ssrn.com/abstract=1517352. 
 
Brenda V. Smith, Fifty State Survey of Vulnerable Persons Statutes (June 2009) 
http://ssrn.com/abstract=1517355. 
 
Brenda V. Smith, Fifty 
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�x PREA Implications for Law Enforcement Operated Jails and Lock-ups: News Stories 
Regarding Civil Liabilities in Conjunction with Criminal Convictions for Sexual 
Misconduct  

�x PREA Implications for Law Enforcement Operated Jails and Lock-ups: News Stories 
Regarding Criminal Convictions for Off Duty Conduct.  

 
AALS Equal Justice Project, Pursuing Equal Justice: Law Schools and the Provision of Legal 
Services (AALS 2002) (summaries of meetings in Washington, DC and Syracuse New York). 
 
Brenda V. Smith, et al., Pathways to Juvenile Detention Reform: Reducing Racial Disparities in 
Juvenile Detention (Annie E. Casey Foundation 2002). 
 
 
SELECT PRESENTED TESTIMONY 
 
Testimony for Review Panel on Prison Rape, Department of Justice, Office of Civil Rights 
(December 1, 2020). 
 
Testimony before the New Jersey Senate Law and Public Safety Committee to discuss the United 
State’s Department of Justice report finding that conditions at Edna Mahan Correctional Facility 
for Women violate the eighth amendment of the constitution and to discuss the causes and 
consequences of sexual abuse at Edna Mahan. (May 12, 2020). 
 
U.S. Commission on Civil Rights Public Briefing: "Women in Prison: Seeking Justice Behind 
Bars" (February 13, 2019). 
 
Congressional Briefing, “Solitary Confinement Briefing on H.R. 4488” (November 21, 2019). 
 
Panelist, Women in Prison: Disparate Treatment, Disparate Impact, and the Duty of Care, U.S. 
Commission on Civil Rights, February 22, 2019 (Washington, D.C.). 
 
Testimony before the New Jersey Legislature Committee on Law and Public Safety, “Hearing on 
Pervasive Problem of Sexual Abuse against Women in Prison & Best Practices for Prevention 
and Reporting Within the Prison Setting” (February 22, 2018).  
 
Testimony before the U.N. Special Rapporteur on Torture, “Gender Perspectives on Torture and 
Other Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, Expert Consultation with the 
United Nations Special Rapporteur on Torture, Anti-Torture Initiative, Center for human Rights 
and Humanitarian Law (November 5, 2015).  
 
Testimony before the United States Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Programs on High 
Incidence Juvenile Correctional Facilities in the Hearings on Sexual Victimization in U.S. 
Prisons, Jails, and Juvenile Correctional Facilities (Jan. 9, 2014).  
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Prison Rape Elimination Commission, June 1, 2006 (Boston, MA). 
 
Commissioner, Hearing, Eliminating Prison Rape: The Correctional Perspective, National 
Prison Rape Elimination Commission, March 23, 2006 (Miami, FL). 
 
Commissioner, Hearing, At Risk: Sexual Abuse and Vulnerable Groups Behind Bars, National 
Prison Rape Elimination Commission, August 19, 2005 (San Francisco, CA). 
 
Commissioner, Hearing, The Costs of Victimization: Why Our Nation Must Confront Prison 
Rape, National Prison Rape Elimination Commission, United States Congress, Cannon House 
Office Building, June 14, 2005 (Washington, DC). 
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Chair, Selection Committee, Soros Justice Fellows: The Center on Communities Crime and 
Culture of the Open Society (1998; 1999; & 2001). 
 
Strategy Committee, Improving the Conditions of Girls in the Juvenile Justice System (2000). 
 
Steering Committee, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration Second 
National Conference on Women (1999). 
 
Expert Panel, National Symposium: The Economics of Inmate Labor Force Participation, George 
Washington University (1999). 
 
Chair, Initial Review Group on Women and Violence, Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration, United States Department of Health and Human Services (1998). 
 
Member, NAACP Criminal Justice Advisory Committee (1998). 
 
Facilitator, How Can the GAINS Center Support the Courts in Develo(a)4(png)10( C)-3(I)13(nm)-2(nova)4(nd M)ialv
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Seeking Justice Behind Bars, Washington, DC (February 22, 2019). 
  
Moderator, Plenary Session – Teaching, Service, and Scholarship: Overcoming Challenges, 
Realizing Opportunities, 2019 Annual Meeting: Workshop for Pretenured Teachers, New 
Orleans, Louisiana (January 5, 2019). 
  
Presenter, A Conversation with Elizabeth Warren, WCL, Washington, DC (November 29, 2018).  
 
Panelist, Prisoners Advocates Conference, Denver, Colorado (October 5, 2018).  
 
Moderator, Sterilization for Freedom, Women in the Law Program, WCL, Washington, DC 
(September 20, 2018).  
 
Panelist, The Impact of Gentrification on Community Development, Housing, and Needs, 
2018 Joint Judicial and Senior Managers Spring Conference, Washington, D.C. (May 4, 2018). 
 
Participant, Workshop for New Clinical Teachers, 2018 AALS Conference on Clinical Legal 
Education, Chicago, IL (April 29, 2018).  
 
Presenter, The Evolution of PREA
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Presenter, Executive Forum for Deputy Directors, National Institute of Corrections, Butner, NC 
(September 2016). 
 
Historic Preservation and Community Building, AALS Clinical Law Conference, Baltimore, MD 
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Member, Advisory Committee on Centers & Research AY 2019-2020 
Member, Standards and Evaluation Committee AY 2018-2019 
Member, MLS Advisory Committee AY 2018-2019 
She Still Rises and Women’s Incarceration 2017-2018 





Professor Brenda V. Smith 
Page 4 
 
 
Emmalee C. Godsey Research Award, American University, Washington College of Law 
(2005). 
 
District of Columbia Women’s Hall of Fame, District of Columbia Commission for Women 
(1998). 
 
Champion of Liberty, District of Columbia Public Defender Service (1997). 
 
Kellogg National Leadership Development Fellowship, Group XIII (1993-1996). 
 
 
APPOINTED COMMISSIONS 
 
Advisory Committee on Women’s Services (2013–Present). Appointed by Pamela Hyde, 
Administrator of the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), a 
public health agency within the Department of Health and Human Services. ACWS provides 
advice to improve treatment, prevention and related services to women with respect to substance 
use and mental illness, and t
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In Re Phillip Harkins, Expert Affidavit, IN THE EUROPEAN COURT OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
BEFORE THE GRAND CHAMBER, CASES OF HARKINS AND EDWARDS v. THE 
UNITED KINGDOM (Application nos. 9146/07 and 32650/07) (submitted April 17, 2012).   
 
Travis v. Gusman, (E. D. La.  2012) Retained as expert on abuse of LGBTI individuals in jails. 
 
Jones v. Gusman; J.J. v. Gusman (“Orleans Parish Prison”).  Case No. 2:11-CV-00225 (E.D. 
La. 2011).  Retained by the Southern Poverty Law Center (“SPLC”) to provide expert consulting 
services on the Prison Rape Elimination Act, sexual misconduct and sexual violence in the above 
referenced matter. 
 
Fernandez v.  Morris, et al., Case 3:08-cv-00601-H-PCL (S.D. Cal. 2008.)  Retained as expert 
on training in case involving sexual abuse of female inmates at Imperial County Jail. 
  
Nunn, et al. v. Michigan Department of Corrections, et al., Case No. 96-CV-71416-DT (E.D. 
Mich. 2000).  Retained as expert to evaluate status of training for female inmates on staff-inmate 
sexual misconduct.  Issued expert report and recommendations about the design, structure and 
content of future training for female inmates. 
 
In the Matter of Ava Marie Suah, A37-085-273, U.S. Dept. of Justice, Exec. Office for 
Immigration Rev., Office of the Immigration Judge (Miami, August 18, 2000).  Retained as 
expert on the issue of women in prison.  Testified about challenges women with criminal justice 
background have reintegrating into community and about realistic measures of progress and 
success for this population.   
 
 
GRANTS AWARDED  
 
Metropolitan Policy Center Faculty Award, Summer 2015. Granted award to assist in the 
creation of small museum on African American War Veterans. 
 
Bureau of Justice Assistance, Prison Rape Elimination Act Resource Center, 2011-P-3(e10(g1)4(nP)1(ol)-2(i)3a3)1(ape(nt)-J)-2( R)1(w)2(i)-2. (.S)-ub11

- 
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